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This note summarizes the recent fiscal impacts of the Covid-19 on Kentucky state government and selected
major local governments in the state. We obtained General Fund revenues and major tax components for
eight large local governments, plus state government, for the last three fiscal years (all on a July to June
basis). While not comprehensive, the fiscal data do point to some defensible conclusions.

The economic news was ominous during the Spring, with Kentucky posting the highest proportion of
workers filing for unemployment benefits of any state. This and the various government mandates to close
stores and cancel events led to widespread fear among fiscal analysts that major tax revenues would
plummet. But the predicted severe loss of tax revenue in Fiscal Year 2019-2020 simply did not occur. In
retrospect, there were several causes.

While the virus-related shutdowns began in March, tax receipts were growing strongly up to that
point in the fiscal year. Moreover, tax payments lag economic activity, so that the expected drop in
occupational and net profits taxes at the local level, and income and sales taxes at the state level,
did not really show up until May. At that point, the fiscal year was already ten months old. 
The unprecedented unemployment levels in the Spring were primarily concentrated in industries
relying on part-time, low-pay, occupations. Thus, the job losses were much worse than the payroll
losses. Most of the important tax receipts are related to payroll growth, not jobs. 
Property tax receipts provided stability to all governments’ General Funds, growing steadily
throughout. Also, insurance premiums taxes, a major source of revenues to municipal
governments, proved to be insensitive to the economic downturn.
There were also some mitigating factors. For example, Kentucky state government received a
windfall in individual income tax receipts due to withholdings from the huge unemployment
insurance payments, including the $600 weekly federal supplement. State government also
received sales taxes on the Spring-spike in online retail shopping. State and local governments
were able to use some of their rainy day funds to balance their FY20 budgets, as well as some
payments from the $1.5 billion federal relief payments to Kentucky governments for Covid-related
expenses. 
Beginning in March, local and state governments watched expenses carefully for the remainder of
the fiscal year. This did not help the revenue picture, but did help governments handle necessary
expenditures. Kentucky state government actually increased its rainy day fund.
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Budgets for FY21 were enacted earlier in the summer, based on recent experience and tax revenue forecasts
for the next twelve months. In general, the governments were cautious in their outlooks, given the
ubiquitous uncertainty about the virus, the economy, and future public policies. A common theme is that
budgets would need to be reviewed regularly throughout this fiscal year, as revenue forecasts evolve due to
new information. As one can see from the chart, Bowling Green and Paducah were the only two
governments to report General Fund revenue declines in both FY20 and FY21. Kentucky state government
and Boone County report expected revenue growth in both fiscal years.
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Louisville-Jefferson County
Louisville estimates a 3.3 percent decline in General Fund revenues for FY20, and slight growth for FY21.
Part of this is due to the timing of net profits receipts, which were delayed in line with the postponement of
the federal corporate income tax filing deadline from April to July. One can see that employee withholdings
actually grew in FY20, again due to the strong start to the fiscal year and the fact that so many of the job
losses were in lower-paid occupations. As of this writing, employee withholdings (occupational tax receipts)
and insurance premium taxes are up so far in FY21, and net profits receipts are flat.

Kentucky State Government
One can see in the table that state government was able to post slight growth in its General Fund in the
fiscal year that ended in June, and has enacted a budget for FY21 showing also a very slight growth.
Corporate income taxes were the only major component that had a significant decline in the FY20.
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Bowling Green
Revenue estimates for Bowling Green are negative for both FY20 and FY21. One can see that employee
withholdings fell significantly in FY20. Their latest budget document says the City is being conservative in
its outlook for the current fiscal year, a theme we detect at all the governments surveyed there.

Lexington-Fayette County
Lexington was also able to weather the storm in FY20, due to the five factors listed above, but is
anticipating a rough revenue picture for FY21. In fact, Lexington has the most pessimistic revenue forecast
of the nine governments analyzed here, due to significant revenue declines expected for employee
withholdings and net profits.
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Boone County
We could only find budgeted revenues for Boone County fiscal court the last three fiscal years.
Nevertheless, the budgets show steady growth each year. Because the County collects occupational taxes
on a quarterly, rather than a monthly, basis the fiscal impact of the Covid-related downturn will not be
evident until September. The County does report that its property tax base rose by over $1 billion this last
year. (County governments do not levy an insurance premiums tax).

Owensboro
The City of Owensboro has been fairly immune from the Covid-related economic downturn. Revenues in
FY20 were up or flat in every major category. The City adopted a cautious budget for FY21, given the
lingering uncertainties about health and economic issues.
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Covington
We could only locate budgeted, not actual, revenues for the City of Covington. But, given the FY21
budgeted figures below, apparently the City has come through the downturn fairly well. Revenues are
projected to be constant compared to the FY20 budget, with growth in property taxes just offsetting slight
declines in employee withholdings, net profits, and insurance premium taxes. We will update the table
when the City releases actual receipt data for FY19 and FY20.

Paducah
The City of Paducah ended up with FY20 revenues almost identical to those for FY19, for reasons outlined
at the beginning of this report. All four major tax sources posted either very slight increases or declines.
Like other governments, it has adopted a cautious budget for FY21.
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Ashland
The City of Ashland is expected to show modest growth in General Fund revenues for FY20, but a decline in
FY21. Employee withholdings actually grew last fiscal year, and net profit fees were stable, unlike for most
other jurisdictions covered here.
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